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Performance notes: 
This piece is a dramatic work, telling a “beauty and the beast” 

story, and it should be performed in a very expressive and dramatic 
fashion. The tuba plays the beast, who states his gruff theme after 
the introduction in the pickup to measure 8. The short theme in the 
tuba in measures 14 through 16 represents the beast’s longing to 

be, well, not so beastly. The flute plays the beauty and is 
continually interrupted and rebuffed by the beast, until the full 

statement of her theme in measures 29 through 35. The beast is 
slowly but surely won over by the beauty, until he plays her theme 
beginning in measure 55 and then plays a bass line supporting her 

final triumphant statement.  The introduction returns in a slightly 
modified version as the conclusion. 

 
The trills in the flute, as indicated by the grace notes, should all 

begin on the upper (grace) note indicated and alternate between 
the grace note and the primary note. 

 
 

Duration: ca. 3 minutes and 45 seconds 
 
 

Commissioned by Jeff Mercer 
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