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III. The Common Egret 
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Performance notes: 
This work may be performed with a classical/nylon-string guitar 

(with optional amplification), or with an amplified electric guitar. If 
an electric guitar is used, the performer is encouraged to 

experiment with light effects such as chorus or flange to enhance 
the tone quality, but the effects should never interfere with the 

clarity of individual notes or the overall musical line. 
 

 
Duration: ca. 9 minutes 

 
 
This work is dedicated to Paul Fleischman, with deep gratitude for 

trusting a young composer, and for allowing me to realize my 
childhood dream of setting these magnificent poems to music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text from I Am Phoenix: Poems for Two Voices by Paul Fleischman 
(New York: HarperCollins, 1985). HarperTrophy edition with 

illustrations by Ken Nutt, 1989. Used by permission of the author. 
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






















p


  

f

 
 













































mf




 



 

 

f



mp


































7













  Tempo Rubato q = ca. 90 - 96

III. The Common Egret
















































com

p

mon-

  
n.



Com

mf

spoken, indignantly
(pitches approximate
inflection)

mon!-





  




They

mp



call



us



com

mf

mon-

  

e grets-

    

mf



The

spoken, indignantly
(pitches approximate
inflection)

in jus

 

- tice!-




  

3



all chords (3 or
more notes) rolled



mf
















 





















 
















 

f













 
























6



























As

mp



if



to



3

be



so



white

 

that snow

f






  

clouds

mf
 

  


 

snow

f

 

is filled

mf



 

with



en



vy



-



clouds

f
 

con sumed- with

 




mf











 


3 














f












mf







   




































3

10 slight rit. a tempo





 

that

mp


milk

 
 

rates

f



 

as

mf


or

 

di- nar





- y-

   


  



spite

 

that

mf



milk

 

shouldseem





mo

 

las- ses

mp

-

    

3


































 


















mp sub. f







 








































mp







  



  









    



3

8



15







Gold

f
 

should be

mf




so slan dered-

    

dia

f


monds


3

-



scorned

mf



as worth

f

 



less



-






Gold

f


 

dia

f


monds


3

-

 



mf














 


 


3












 

 




















 




 



 

















 
  

3

slight rit.
19

a tempo
































ru

f

bies

  

 

spurned

mf
 

e

p


grets-






n.



com

scoffingly

mon.-





 



3




ru

f

bies

  

   

if

mp



com



mon



- e

mf

grets-

     

are



but



3

com

scoffingly

mon.-





 



3



f













 





mp








mf

















 


















CVII

mf




















9













Maestoso, broadly q = 100

IV. The Phoenix


























 

I

f


am



Phoe nix





 

-

 

Phoe nix





 

-

 

ev er-

 


 

I

f



am



Phoe nix





 

-



the fire





bird!-




 

Phoe nix





 

-





f















 


 

 












  









 


 

 












3 3

3












6






last

 

ing!-



  

I



am



Phoe nix!





 

-

  

Im

mf

mor



 

- tal-




e ter

 



- -


 

I



am



Phoe nix!





 

-

 

Im

mf

mor



 

- tal-





e ter

 


- nal-




un dy

 

- ing-

 


























  

mf












































  

mp






















12






nal-


 



I

mp



live in A ra

mf

 
  

- bia

mp

-





  

3

      

A

mp

ra

mf



 

- bia

mp

-




 

I'm



as



large as

mf
   

an





3





 














 














  


mf





 



 



 









 















3

10



17
























































ea

mp
 

gle

 

-



My

mp



feath ers-

  

are


 

scar

mf


let,



- pur



ple,



-



gold

mp

 

en.

 

- -



ea

 

gle

 

-

 

scar

mf


let,



- pur

mp



ple.

 

- -































 















mp














mf













mp
















mf







mp

  





























23


















one

mf

   

There

mf

have ne




ver- been more.

     

I

mp



am



my



own



daugh

mf


ter

mp


-3




There

mf


is



but



one

 

Phoe

mp

nix---

 
    

I

mp



am



my



own




moth

mf


er



-











mf













   

mp





































 

mp

















30


























grand daugh- ter

  

- great

f

grand- daugh

 

- ter

  



I

mf


was

 
   

will

mp





grand moth- er

  

- great

f

grand- moth

 

- er-

  


I

mf


was

 

my own





mid

 

wife,-






will





mf



















f






 













mp





   





 

11



35 ritard.






be



my



grave



dig- ger.-

 
 







I

recit.



gath er- up

  

twigs







be

   



For

recit.
mf





each





time





I





dis





cov





- er





- I'm





be




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