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Program Notes 
Always Be Clipping is based on alternating sections of two contrasting musical ideas: a loud, 

rhythmic, chord-based one and a soft, lyrical, continually flowing one. Each of the instruments — 
violin, cello and piano — take a turn being featured in each of the ideas: first the cello (with the 

first idea), then piano (second), violin (first), cello (second), piano (first), and finally violin 
(second). In the last section, the violin begins playing its continuous line. But after a short time the 
cello and piano violently bring the first idea back, playing loud rhythmic chords under the violin’s 

frenzied sixteenth notes as the piece rushes to its surprising finish. 

The hardest concerts for an audio engineer to record and mix are ones with sudden loud sounds 
or ones with both very loud and very soft sounds, because the audio is always running the risk of 
clipping (overloading the recording equipment and distorting the sound). Always Be Clipping is a 

playful piece that presents this challenge purposely. 

Performance Notes 
Double bar lines indicate divisions between sections, which feature the instruments as follows: 

     I. Cello (starting at m. 1) 
     II. Piano (m. 59) 
     III. Violin (m. 115) 
     IV. Cello (m. 194) 
     V. Piano (m. 236) 
     VI. Violin (m. 293) 

The featured instrument should stand out slightly if the written dynamic for all three instruments 
is the same. 

The violinist and cellist should feel free to use open strings whenever a note that can be played on 
an open string is written in a double stop. 

When the strings play fp crescendoing to f, the piano plays mf with a tenuto for a slight accent 
(this first occurs in measures 2-3). Since the piano cannot crescendo through a held note, this 

dynamic and articulation are meant to emphasize the note without a full f dynamic overshadowing 
the strings’ p. Similarly, when the strings play p crescendoing to f, the piano plays p with a tenuto 
(this first occurs in measure 11) to prevent it from falling “too far behind” the strings’ crescendo. 

The pianist should feel free to make slight adjustments to these dynamics as needed to achieve the 
intended effects. 

Notes written without articulation should be held for their full value. 

Duration 
ca. 8 minutes
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